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A-Bomb Controversy 

A controversy is dividing the 
world of atomic research over the 
question, “How bad is the atom 
bomb?’ A noted British scientist, 
Dr. P. M. S. Blackett, has publish- 
ed a controversial book, “Fear, War 
and the Bomb”, (Whittlesey House 
N. Y., $3.50) in which he insists 
that the atom bomb is not an “ab- 
solute weapon,” although he admits 
that one atom bomb is as destruc- 
tive as 2,000 one-ton block busters! 
Pointing out that Japan had al- 
ready been defeated before the A- 
bombs were dropped, Dr. Blackett 
insists that Germany could have 
absorbed 400 A-bombs before sus- 
taining damage equal to what was 
caused by over a million tons of 
allied explosives. From this Dr. 
Blackett argues that it would take 
thousands of A-bombs to defeat the 
U. S. or Russia and not a handful 
as some scientists have believed. 
The A-bomb could do untold dam- 
age, killing millions, but it could 
not end a war, for mass destruction 
paradoxically does not force the 
people into capitulation but, to the 
contrary, seems to increase their 
will to resist. Dr. Blackett relates 
that German armament production 
actually increased from 100,000 
tons per year to 500,000 tons from 
1940 to the spring of 1944, in spite 
of the enormous _ destruction 
wrought by American air power. 
Dr. Blackett, who won the 1948 
Nobel prize and is a member of the 
British government committee on 
atomie energy, completely denies 
there is any hope of bringing a 
quick victory by atomic power. 

But the Blackett thesis that has 
caused the main disruption in 
American atomic circles is his flat 
denunciation of the American atom 
bomb control plan as being unwork- 
able and unfair to Russian inter- 
ests! The English scientist insists 
that the proposed U. S. atomic con- 
trol plan requires the Russians to 
put themselves at our mercy during 
the first inspection period and dur- 


ing the sharing stages of atomic 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


OTIVATION: Even the ancient philosophers discovered that there 

can be no “status quo”; only change is constant, only transition 
is permanent. But oddly enough many modern men have not had the 
vision and wisdom to comprehend what the ancients observed. So first 
of all we must recognize the unalterable laws of change. Then modern 
man must recognize that change will come constructively, naturally when 
directed by spiritual motivations and implemented by moral force. But 
when spiritual motivations are absent, and when wholesome normal 
change is obstructed, violent destructive change becomes inevitable. The 
broken life of Italy and Germany and the convulsions of Russia bear 
stark testimony of this great truth. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
ACTS OF LIFE: Our readers often ask “What is the difference be- 


tween communism and socialism?” Socialism is a very broad term 
covering such extremes as the mild Socialist regimes of England, Sweden 
and Denmark or the Marxist socialism or communism of Russia. In 
Russia’s Communistic socialism, the state owns and operates the nation’s 
entire economic life under the tyranny of a Communist party dictatorship 
maintained by police power. Socialism as it is practiced today in Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland, New Zealand, England, etc., is the limited control 
by the state of the natural resources of wealth, the basic materials, — 
fuel, electric energy, timber, banking, transportation and communica- 
tions. Within this framework there is freedom of enterprise, just as in 
the U. S. Actually Britain does not contemplate nationalizing but 20 
per cent of her industries, and those in the basic, source production fields, 
leaving 80 per cent to free enterprise. 

BUT THE ALL IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE is that moderate 
socialism is maintained by democratic processes. For instance, the people 
of England and Sweden can, by elections, throw out the Socialist Govern- 
ments whenever they so desire. These are socialist democracies, main- 
tained with political, religious and economic liberty. Implications and 
statements now being made in this country to the contrary are downright 
falsehoods. The people of these countries are not abandoning democracy 
as the current propaganda in America indicates; nor do they ever in- 
tend to abandon the democratic way of life. They were compelled to 
establish controls over their economic life due to the impoverishment of 
war. A very few rich families could no longer be allowed to own many 
houses and much land when the people had few houses and little land. 
Factories could no longer be permitted to operate for the profit of the 
few when the production was desperately needed for the survival of the 
many. 

THE PROPAGANDA IN THIS COUNTRY that the English 
are going “Communistic” has no foundation in fact. New Zealand, 
Sweden and others that have had socialized or labor governments for 
several years have shown no trend whatever toward communism. It is 
the countries like Russia, Poland, Hungary, China, where the powerful 
rich have blocked all reforms, that tend to go Communistic, or — like 
Spain, Italy, old Germany, — produce such monstrosities of the ex- 
treme right as Hitler, Mussolini or Franco. In fact, such mild reform 
“Socialist” governments as Sweden, New Zealand, etc., show a distinct 
inclination to tilt back again toward unregulated capitalism, as soon as 
they regain margins of security in their economic life. These peoples be- 
lieve in freedom, desperately intend to maintain it to the limit their 
circumstances permit. If Sweden ever goes Communist it will be because 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Occupation Methods 

While Russia is the chief villain 
of Europe, in many places on the 
continent there is also considerable 
fury against the Americans for 
their clumsy, selfish methods. At 
times the people of Europe find it 
hard to see much difference between 
their oppressors from East or West. 
This is tragic, for the people are 
grateful for American aid and 
would prefer to think well of us. 


In an Austrian city, where the 
Russians had already gained a bad 
name, American occupation forces 
came in and demanded 1,000 avail- 
able houses for their officials, offi- 
cers and families. The Austrians 
themselves were already living 
under almost impossible living con- 
ditions due to the destruction of 
the war and Russian demands. But 
according to the authoritative 
Worldover Press, when the Ameri- 
can Army made its demand for 
1000 housing units, the Austrian 
city officials knew perfectly well 
that no such houses existed. But 
the American Army leaders piled 
into a caravan of cars and ordered 
the Austrian city fathers to lead 
the way. Behind the cars came the 
bus filled with the U. S. officers and 
wives. The Austrian officials, al- 
ready hard-pressed to keep disci- 
pline and order, preceded the 
house-hunters to inform the house- 
holders that they need not be a- 
fraid, — hoping by this reassuring 
deception to prevent any open dis- 
play of resentment. In back of 
this spokesman, with no warning 
to the occupants, came the swarm- 
ing Yanks with their wives, going 
all over the dwellings, opening 
doors, peering into cupboards as if 
the owner did not exist. If the 
house wasn’t good enough, they 
left, but if the house was acceptable 
a guard was posted at the door and 
owners were forbidden to remove 
anything except strictly personal 
belongings — such as socks and 
shirts. Furniture, decorations, lin- 
en and all must be left for Ameri- 
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A-Bomb Controversy 


(continued) 
control, with no assurances that we 
would really destroy all of our 
bombs before the control measure 
would ever go into effect. We could 
thus disarm Russia and in many 
ways through tec} 
ception, delay the immobilization 
of our own atomic power. Dr. 
Blackett also points out that the 
American plan would remove 


iiealities and de- 





tus- 
sia’s protective veto, leaving them 
at the merey of the majority rule 
of British and Ameriean “satellite 
states,” and would tend to place 
Russia in a permanent position of 
inferiority on all questions of 
power production. It has 
been known in this country that 
many atomic scientists have not 
accepted the U. S. plan with the 
unanimous approval it has been 
given on the press and radio, and 
Dr. Blackett’s words have at last 
brought the other side of this con- 
troversy into the open. Naturally 
U. S. officials have raised vigorous 
protests and denials to Dr. Black- 
ett’s viewpoints. Our War Depart- 
ment is even reported to have im- 
mediately bought up all copies of 
Dr. Blackett’s the book 
stores in Washington, so the emi- 
nent English scientist’s book will 
apparently be well read in Wash- 
ington official circles! 

One American scientist, Dr. 
David Bradley, author of the book, 
“No Place To Hide”, (Little 
Brown, $2), insists that the Eng- 
lish scientist the 
problem of radiation and under- 
water bombing. One of the most 
significant developments in atomic 


atomie 


book in 


ignores whole 


research in the last two years has 
been the enlarged understanding of 
the destructive of radio- 
active water hurled up in enormous 
clouds of destructive energy from 


powers 


an atom bomb explosion under 
water. The final deductions from 
the second Bikini tests, which are 
so vividly portrayed in Dr. David 
Bradley’s book, were entirely ig- 
nored by the English scientist, ac- 
cording to the American atomie au- 
thorities. not en- 
tirely understood even by the nu- 
clear men atomic energy infiltrated 


For some reason 


into water becomes much more po- 
tent and lasting in its destructive 
qualities than the outright force of 


the exploding atom above ground. 


Washington’s Secrets: 4 group 
of business men and atomic scien- 
tists recently visited the War De- 
partment in Washington to insist 
that more information be given the 
American people about the ques- 
tion of atomic energy. They espe- 
cially demanded publication of the 
final report of joint chiefs of staff 
on the Bikini explosion. This re- 
port, which contains many impor- 
tant facts about the future of atom- 
ic energy which have no military 
significance, has been kicked back 
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X-Bay and Foreeast (cominued) 


the Russian army tramples over them at the approach of war, and only 
the greatest desperation and hunger could ever make England accept 
Communist controls. 

America does not want communism and does not need socialism, for 
as yet we have such an abundance as will sustain a competely free economy. 
But the day is slowly pressing wpou us when, because of greed, waste- 
will be ceom- 


fulness, and the impoverishment of war and militarism, we 


pelled to gain a tighter control over our economy. 
These are the most fundamental economie and social “tacts Oo} 


life” of our day. The powerful financial and indust; ial lea leis who are 


using their control over press and radio to heep th Aimetea? people 
blinded and confused on these important trerds are following dange 
ous, illiterate and irrational line. The yae ] I SOMLCONE fi) y J lo prac- 
tic é medicine while still believing that b tbtes come from rose bushes. 


leaders such as erie 
Robert Young, Paul Hoffman, James Warburg and many others who 


are trying to counteract the 


There are enlightened business Jobnston, 


stream of misleading propaganda, but un- 


fortunately their voices are not being widely heard. 


Proexpatiox FOR THOUGHT CONTROL: Not only a 


our leading industrial and financial forces trying to keep the 


‘e some of 
( people 

awara PS ot. ‘ends abroad | hev have ra formed special 
unaware of important trends abroad but they have even formed specia 
groups such as “the Foundation for Economie Edueatiou” to fight every 
form of legislation that the people of America are 
clearance, adequate housing, higher wages, better health and security 


measures. Since this foundation is supposedly for “education,” the big 


demanding for shim 


corporations sponsoring it ean deduct their contributions from = taxes. 
Thus the large sums provided the “Foundation” the 
only a fractional part of the dollar. Columnist Drew Pearson has reported 
that some of the groups involved are General Motors, Standard Oil of 
New Jersey, Ford, General Electric, the Mellon National Bank, Gulf 
Oil (also owned by the Mellon family), Republie Steel, the Du Ponts, 
Chrysler, Humble Oil, Inland Steel, Swift Packing Company, U.S. Steel, 
Ernest T. Veir, Westinghouse, Monsanto Chemieal, Libbey-Owens, Sears 
Roebuck, Sun Oil, Texas Oil and others. 

These groups insist that they are trying to save our “free enter- 


cost corporations 


prise” system, yet many of the corporations on the list have been at one 
time or another under indictment by the Federal Government for mo- 
nopolistic practices; stifling competition, or illegal unfair competition; 
rigging the market to control and limit production. Some of the leaders 
of the “Foundation” have been under such indictments several times! 
The record shows that they are only interested in free enterprise at the 
is for them to have the 
freedom at the top to strangle the little business men at the bottom. 


top, — that their concept of “free enterprise” 


HE KEY: The legislation being pushed by the Truman Administra- 
tion in the fields of publie health, labor rights, civil rights, 
security and public power proposes changes that probably in some in- 
too fast. But the hey to the situation is that 
with such blind obstructionisin on the part by a large section of big 


business, the Administration leaders 


social 
stances go too far and 
estiinate that only strong tactics 
can blast the way for such measures of progress as will dle et the ae mand 
and need of the voting public. 


A* ALMOST FRANTIC EFFORT is now being made to keep the 
American people from knowing and understanding what is happen- 
ing in England because in the past much propaganda has been used to 
tie American sympathies to the British people so that our arms and re- 
sources would be available to defend their Empire,—an Empire that 
always maintained close alliances with American financial interests. But 
that approach, with the English people suddenly going Socialist, has back- 
fired! Americans are now being persuaded that all Britons (except Wins- 
ton Churchill) are left-wing stinkers who stand in line all day to see 
worn-out communized doctors; who stand in line all day to get jobs 
and ration hand-outs from sovietized bureaucrats, and whose lands and 
factories are also all being taken over by the bureaucrats. 

The truth is that many millions of British people are now getting 
medical care who never had it before, that the hospitals and clinics are 
jammed — people do wait. Doctors and dentists are over-worked, — all 
of this revealing the terrible shortages that have existed in terms of 
a nation’s actual health needs. Food and prices are controlled, and while 
the wealthy have many and painful restrictions, the diet of the lower 
middle class and worker families, who comprise the vast majori*y, is 
the best it has ever been, and the health of the British people is the highest 
on record! Yes, doctors are terribly over-worked, and many underpaid 
in terms of past earnings, skill and experience. The older, more estab- 
lished doctors who used to earn $30,000, $50,000 or more a year are 
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A-Bomb Controversy 
(continued) 
and forth between the War Depart 
ment and the White House, neith 
er being willing to accept respon- 
sibility for its publieation. Dr. 
Harold Urey, famous atomic scien- 
tist. who was with the delegation, 
pointed out that “this is a peoples’ 
gsovernment, and they cannot rule 


if a few men hold back all the 
facts.” 
It is now realized that if Gen. 


Albert Wedemever’- 
had 


have snved 


secret. report 
published it 


American 


on China been 
lives 


as well as Chinese lives 


night 


and dollars 


th have been wasted in 


whi our 
made-in-the-dark poliey towards 
China. 

On February 26th Winston 


Churchill, speaking in Brussels, 
eave an idea of our secret commit- 
ments to the British. “On the other 
side of the Atlantic,” he said, “the 
U. S. euarantees its aid if we are 
attacked.” 
hated this, 
heard of it, 
are now supposed to be debating 
the Atlantic Pact which is just 
being presented as a plan for such 
cooperation! Aceording to Mr. 
Churchill, the guarantees of the 
Atlantie Pact proposals have al- 
iron-clad 


de- 
the people have never 


Congress has never 


to the contrary, we 


ready been granted in 
form. 

The curse of secrecy is also to 
blame for many of our difficulties 
with Russia. We are constantly told 


that Russia has not shown good 
faith, that the Soviet is not ame- 


nable to a reasonable approach. On 
many occasions that has been true. 
On other occasions, as every Ameri- 
ean official the fault has 
been ours. Yet the full text of notes 
exchanged between our government 
and Russia have never been given 
to the American public. To the con- 
trary, authoritative voices 
who have seen such documents tes- 
tify that own officials have 
sometimes, at critical moments, 
been very waspish in their dealings 
with Russia. As William Shirer has 
shown (See Between The 
Feb. 21, 749), our own generals re- 
ported to Washington that the Rus- 
3erlin 


knows, 


those 


our 


Lines, 


sian army commanders in 
were making reasonable 
mises at the very time that Wash- 
ington ordered all negotiations cut 
off. Why doesn’t our government 
follow conservative columnist Da- 
vid Lawrence’s suggestion and 
openly tell us: “What did the Rus- 
sians ask? What did we refuse and 
why? Did we offer any alternative 
plan, if not, why?” 


compro- 





A new policy in the American 
Air Force toward segregation and 
discrimination against Negro fliers 
is being shaped up by a new per- 
sonnel board. This problem in the 


past prevented many talented 
young Negroes from obtaining 


their “wings.” 


Occupation Methods 
(continued) 
ean use. In some cases, doctors have 
even been forbidden to remove their 
medical books. 

Austrian officials find their jobs 
but othe 
must carry out the orders. Yet this 
is the 
sell] 


trian people! 


revolting. somehow or 
Way we have been trving to 
Aus 
Said one leading Aus- 
trian. according to the WO Press, 
“We know that vou have some tine 


\merican democracy to 


men over here, and we know that 


the worst ones do not truly repre 


sent the American people. But | 
went through enough with the 
Nazis and Russians to know the 


breed, and some of your officers run 
them a close second. | shudder to 
think what some of these arrogant 
men will be like when they get back 
to the States. We try to keep our 
people friendly, but how can we?” 
Communism, of course, is making 
hay out of such happenings. While 
the Russians are brutal, abrupt and 
realistic in many ways, they are 
often more humane in the under- 
standing of the needs of the people. 

Germany: Similar conditions, 
of course, have prevailed through- 
out Germany where Jim Crow dis- 
criminations on the part of U. 8. 
occupation officials have been main- 
tained against the German people. 
Well-educated, able Germans, 
many with a noble record of opposi- 
tions to the Nazis, have come to 
resent deeply the familiar signs 
“For American occupation forces 
only” at every turn. 

Japanese Attitudes: The same 
conditions prevail in Japan, ac- 
cording to Keyes Beach, Chief of 
the Associated Press Bureau in 
Tokyo. “The Japanese attitude to- 
wards Americans is changing from 
one of meek subserviance to thinly 
disguised and often open resent- 
ment,” according to Mr. Beach in 
a recent report. “No one likes to be 
the victim of segregation. The Jap- 
anese are barred from all occupa- 
tion buildings. They must use sep- 


arate elevators or walk up long 


flights of stairs. They must use 
separate lavatories. They must 


watch how our trains go by half 
empty while theirs are miserably 
crowded.” They cannot even enter 
hotels assigned to Americans. Me- 
ticulously clean by nature, the 
highly educated, sensitive Japanese 
are asking — “Is this the way de- 
mocracy works?” Vanquished, they 
cannot speak out, but their en- 
forced silence renders their resent- 
ment the more poignant. And there 
is no doubt about it, — secretly 
they are admiring the Communist 
agitators who have the courage to 
defy the alien over-lords, as the 
Japanese Communists harvest the 
benefits of our bigoted policies. Of 
course, our War Department has 
permitted little of this to reach the 
general public through the press 
or radio. 


THE BEACON LIGHTS 








It’s an awe inspiring sight to be winging along high above 
the earth in the darkness and, looking down from the plane 
window, see the chain of beacon lights that stretch out far below 
and far ahead. These lights are important to the pilot and reassur- 
ing to the passengers. The beacons cannot be ignored and only 
a very foolish pilot would disregard them. In the stormy night of 
political chaos and economic unrest through which we are moving, 
the teachings of Christ outline a path of progress that man dares 
not overlook. We do not need to continue “flying blind.” If we 
keep our eyes on the clouds and the darkness, we can become 
very uncertain and afraid. But if we keep our eyes on the lights, 
we can see the way to go. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


kicking and sending in many letters of complaint which are echoed loud- 
ly in America. But thousands of younger doctors, who were having a 
tough time getting started, freely express their favor of the system, but 
their words are rarely repeated in America. Moreover the British Govern- 
ment is sceing to it that thousands of young men and women who want 
to be doctors or dentists, but because of lack of funds would never have 
had a chance before, may now take training, and in a few years the 
heavy strain on England’s medical profession will be eased. As im any 
new system many mistakes are being made; injustice exists that brings 
hardships to many; but new paths are being opened, new instruments 
and methods of human service forged that will have a vast and lasting 
influence — especially upon America. (For substantiating material, see 
the U. S. News, Jan. 21, 49, and the N. Y. Times Index for articles in 
January 749). 


HE PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE is a significant test case of what is 
going on underground in America in the way of social change, so let 
us examine it further. In spite of the floods of propaganda about the sins 
and failures of the British system, the American people are understanding 
what’s happening in England better than many American doctors! We 
believe that the American people prefer a voluntary system and that the 
U.S. Government health project, which is drawing so much fire, is being 
used as a bulldozer to clear the way for a long overdue medical reform 
that will bring medical care within the reach of all. The independent- 
spirited taxpayer doesn’t want charity, — he wants to pay the doctor 
for his services; but he doesn’t want to work hard all his life to raise a 
family and then, after a physical breakdown, have his entire life savings 
wiped out as a local doctor and three or four specialists tussle with his 
heart. or kidneys. 
Of course there are many Christian-spirited doctors who have 
given their best in a fair, just and truly democratic way. If there were 
(continued on NEXT page) 





The Moving Spotlight 


Flags Do Not Mean Much to Big 
Business. A yevealing instance of 
how international finance operates 
irrespective of patriotisn 
frontiers, is 
brought by 


wars or 
found in the 
lederal Govern- 
ment against the Swiss Corpora 
tion, E.G. 
ality 


suit 
our 


Chemie, which is in re- 
i holding company for the 
great 1. G. Farben German chemi 
cal trust, formerly controlled by the 


Nazis. The Farben outfit under 
llitler’s direction got control of 
over 700 corporations throughout 


the world ineluding several in 
America such as the General Ani- 
line and Film Corporation 
used the 
Chemie, 


Farben 
Swiss eoncern, I. G. 
as a cloak to coneeal and 
camouflage these foreign holdings. 
When the second World War came 
Unele Sam seized the stock of the 
Aniline Corporation as 
really belonging to an enemy ec 


General 
Jii~ 
eern since it was but a branch com- 
pany for the Nazi Farben outfit. 
Now the Swiss holding company is 
suing the U. S. for reclamation of 
100 million dollars in the Aniline 
Corp. stock. Uncle Sam in turn is 
suing Chemie for over 9 million 
dollars as past due taxes on a secret 
deal made some years before the 
var. Back in 1929 Chemie paid the 
German Farben company about 2 
million dollars some patents 
and other property, then turned 
around and sold the same things to 
the Standard Oil Company of N. J. 
for 35 million dollars — with a 
clear profit of 33 million. The final 
outcome of these suits will prob- 
ably never be known as they are 


fc a 


bogged down in intricate legalities, 
but the situation does provide a 
glimpse of the international net- 
work of high involving 
Nazi trusts and Swiss dummy con- 


finance 


cerns with American business cor- 
porations such as General Aniline 
and Standard Oil. 


Housing: A _ national survey 
made by 135 family service agen- 
cies on the effect of the housing 
shortage on family life reveals that 
an alarming increase in the disin- 
tegration of the American home 
has resulted from inadequate fam- 
ily shelter. Psychological differ- 
ences between husband and wife, 
parents and children, married 
couples and their in-laws have been 
irreparably intensified by crowded 
living conditions to the detriment 
of the family structure. 

Here are some disturbing figures 
on housing needs: reliable sources 
estimate that there’s a need for 12 
million housing units for families 
whose incomes are less than $3.500 
per year (and this group represent 
70 per cent of our population.) A 
typical picture of what is going on 
is reported by the Philadelphia 
Housing Association: only 28 per 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 








The Moving Spotlight 
(continued ) 

families in that area 
can afford to pay $8,000 or more 
for a house, yet 5+ per cent of the 
housing going up costs more than 
that figure. 

When will our politicians quit 
making a football game out of the 
housing problem ? 

Smear tactics of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee in 


cenit of the 


press reports wa: the subject of 
a recent study by Columbia Uni- 
versity’s Research Bureau with 


particular attention to the handling 
of the cas Dr. Condon in the 
New York — pers. Dr. Condon, 

as head of U. S. Bureau of Stand- 
ards, was phates by the Un-Ameri- 
can Committee of being “one of 
the weakest links” in our security 
system without any evidence being 
brought to light or his even being 
given a hearing. Here’s what the 
Columbia University Bureau 
found: the New York press had 
spread the committee’s smears over 
their pages with little regard for 
Dr. Condon’s rights or efforts to 
clear himself. The N. Y. Times and 
Herald Tribune, with some excep- 
tions, gave more space to Dr. Con- 
don’s defense than to the smears, 
but the rest of the papers played 
up the smears and played down the 
defense. 


Light on Spain: For years the 
religious and political apologists 
for Franco Spain have had the 
upper hand in American press 
channels. Whenever reports have 
come out concerning the true na- 
ture of Franco’s tyranny, frequent- 


ly involving the persecution of 
Protestants, such news has been 
generally suppresse od and the facts 


denied by Franeo’s friends in po- 
litical and religious cireles in this 
country. But since the reports on 
Spain in Between The Lines last 
fall, more and more attention has 
been given by large newspapers and 
magazines to the unbearable con- 
ditions under which non-Catholics 
are compelled to live in the Franco 
regime. Some months back the N. 
Y. Times carried a long description 
of the totalitarian oppression under 
the Fascist regime of Madrid. (See 
3etween The Lines Jan. 24, *49). 
Recently the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
ran a series of articles by Homer 
Bigart on Spain, which verified the 
Between The Lines report and 
greatly elaborated such findings as 
were presented by the N. Y. Times. 
Mr. Bigart’s series gave a detailed 
description of Franco’s police state, 
which flatly contradicted such false 
pictures presented by some Ameri- 
can senators and others who have 
visited Spain and who have tried 
to sell the idea of Spanish-Ameri- 
ean military cooperation. 

The N. Y. Herald Tribune’s 
story told of the persecution, mock 
trials, false imprisonment, torture, 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (coninued) 


enough of them, no problem would exist; but they cannot control the 
system. Consequently, while American 
the highest standard in the world, — in terms of the social sciences, it 
has remained in the horse and buggy days. It is inevitable that, due to 
significant changes elsewhere, the American health system is to undergo 
important and far-reaching changes. 

The task of Between The Lines is not to defend the status quo; 
task is to keep our readers aware of changes that are coming, that they 
may be prepared personally to cope with and fit into these chaiges to 
richer democratic America. We suggest readers, 
through their own physician or the local health authorities, get in 
with the voluntary prepaid medical service. These se 
choose your own doctor, select your own hospital, — but pr 
for monthly pre-payments for your family’s health = 
“free enterprise” on an intelligent 20th century basis, 
mind that these health insurance services are limited in 
and don’t take eare of the long chronic illnesses, such as cancer and tu- 
berculosis, which really wreck the average family’s finances. Further de- 
velopments and extensions must come in order for such 
adequate. 

The American public is rarely permitted to hear that many of 
America’s greatest medical scientists believe in a complete 
of our health services and, while disapproving of compulsory 
tems, strongly disagree with the archaic viewpoint which the American 
Medical Assn. has held until its recent somewhat startled, stumbling 
effort to catch up with the mounting demands for reform. Here are a 
few of the outstanding names in the medical world who have so ex- 
pressed their dissatisfaction in stout words: Dr. Edward A. Park, profes- 
sor emeritus of Johns Hopkins Medical School; Dr. George Baeher, 
professor at Columbia and past president of the N. Y. Academy of 
Medicine; Dr. H. F. Helmholz, chief of pediatrics at Mayo Clinic; Dr. 
Hugh Morgan of Vanderbilt University; Dr. Barry Wood, 
medicine at Washington University; Dr. Walter Bauer, professor of 
medicine at Harvard, and many, many others. We might add, especially 
for those of our readers who are in the medical profession, that Between 
The Lines never expresses itself in any scientific field without consulta- 
tion with leaders in that field, — Christian laymen who are eager .to 
cooperate that other laymen might be informed of significant trends. 


HE REAL TAX BURDEN: Complaints arise that all these pressing 

social changes and social services will add still more to the tax bur- 
den. “Ilow can we pay for it all?” cries many an American small business 
man who is already being crippled by what is unquestionably a threat- 
ening tax load. We share that sentiment with the greatest of sympathy 
for we too are small business men and under the same load ourselves! 
But we would remind the thoughtful layman that it isn’t public health 
reform, education, social security or housing reforms that are making 
the tax load, — for only about six cents out of each tax dollar goes to 
those projects ministering to human need, — while between sixty and 
seventy cents out of every tax dollar is being spent for militarism . .. to 
pay for past wars and to prepare for the next war. [t’s not service to man- 
kind that is grinding out the little business man, — it’s this program of 
hatred that is hogging the biggest share of the tax dollar. 


oJ ONT CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT ACTION? At the significant 
Cleveland meeting of the Federal Council of Churches, representing 
the bulk of American Protestantism, the important and formal proposal 
was made that world Catholic and Protestant leaders meet in a confer- 
ence that the two great forees of Christendom might unite their forces 
in their opposition to the oppression of communism. It was also proposed 
that such a Catholic-Protestant congress establish a joint policy concern- 
ing principles of religious freedom and freedom of worship for all areas 
of the earth. It was of course hoped that such a move would mean a lessen- 
ing of pressure upon the Protestant communities of Spain, Italy and 
Latin-America where non-Catholics have been under severe persecution. 
The Vatican, in speaking of Communist oppression, has made many high- 
sounding pronouncements on the rights of religious freedom. Whether 
the Vatican really seeks religious freedom and desires to curb commu- 
nism by means short of war will be revealed by the response of Rome to 
this sincere request of the Protestants for world-wide 
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WO IMPORTANT BOOKS that should be in every layman’s 

private library: “The War Lords of Washington” by Bruce Catton 
(Harcourt Brace, $3) for facts on the relationship of — to war; 
and “The First Freedom” by Morris L. Ernst (Maemil $3) for 
the relationship of press and radio to truth. If you rae one of these 
books, send the price noted above, with your name and 
we'll send it to you prepaid. 
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The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

vad all the other civil, political 
und religious abuses in Spain such 
aus we are accustomed to hear about 
from Russia. “The Protestant 
clergyman in Spain suffers much 
the same ty pe of persecution as the 
Roman Catholie clergy endured in 
Communist Hungary” was the em- 
phatie statement of the New York 
reporte 
ting Post also 
ran ai article reveatly pointing out 
— because of 
its tyranny, oppression and poverty 
— would become more of a military 
liability than an ally in ease of 
our eooperation in war. Religious 
and politeal voices who have tried 
Americans that we 
should sacrifice honor and decency 
to save the bankrupt little tyrant 
in Madrid, in exchange for a mili- 
tary alliance of questionable value, 
have foreed into at least a 
ti 


Inporary silence. 


Aleohol and Crime 


Although drunkenness has had a 
part in many of the crimes com- 
mitted in America, news agencies 
have coidal ual the liquor interests 
in reporting such crimes by usually 
failing to mention the fact when 
intoxication has been involved in 
lawbreaking. Two examples of this 
are to be found in the recent spec- 
tacular train robbery on the B & O 
railroad and in the mob violence 
threatened against American sail- 
Havana, Cuba. When dis- 
patches told the story of the wild 
west robbery of the B & O train by 
two youths, no mention was made 
of their intoxication. It was not un- 
til the mother of one of ihe boys 
brought a suit for $50,000 against 
the B & O for selling liquor in the 
club car to her minor son that this 
fact came to light. The mother 
claims in her suit that her son 
would never have committed the 
crime if he had not been intoxi- 
cated. 

In Ilavana an enraged Cuban 
erowd almost lynehed three drunk- 
en U. S. sailors after they dese- 
erated the statue of a Cuban na- 
tional hero. A survey of the press 
reveals that while a few of the 
large papers mentioned the fact of 
drunkenness in connection with the 
Cuban incident, the words “drunk- 
enness” or “intoxication” were 
stricken out in many instances 
where the story appeared. 


The Saturday Ever 
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If the church people of America 
could rally their influence to de- 
mand that news services report the 
truth when drunkenness has been 
involved in criminal conduct, the 
xploitation of American youth and 
public morality for the gain. of a 
few rich liquor producers would 
face a new and effective challenge 
and a widespread demand for the 
reformation and control of liquor 
would be inevitable. 





